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A DISCOURSE

Upon the Origin and the Foundation
of the Inequality Among Mankind

"Tis OF MAN [ am to speak; and the very question, in answer to which I
am to speak of him, sufficiently informs me that I am going to speak to
men; for to those alone, who are not afraid of honouring truth, it be-
longs to propose discussions of this kind. I shall therefore maintain with
confidence the cause of mankind before the sages, who invite me to
stand up in its defence; and I shall think myself happy, if I can but be-
have in a manner not unworthy of my subject and of my judges.

I conceive two species of inequality among men; one which I call
natural, or physical inequality, because it is established by nature, and
consists in the difference of age, health, bodily strength, and the quali-
ties of the mind, or of the soul; the other which may be termed moral,
or political inequality, because it depends on a kind of convention, and
is established, or at least authorized, by the common consent of
mankind. This species of inequality consists in the different privileges,
which some men enjoy, to the prejudice of others, such as that of being
richer, more honoured, more powerful, and even that of exacting obe-
dience from them.

It were absurd to ask, what is the cause of natural inequality, seeing
the bare definition of natural inequality answers the question: it would
be more absurd still to enquire, if there might not be some essential
connection between the two species of inequality, as it would be ask-
ing, in other words, if those who command are necessarily better men
than those who obey; and if strength of body or of mind, wisdom or
virtue are always to be found in individuals, in the same proportion
with power, or riches: a question, fit perhaps to be discussed by slaves
in the hearing of their masters, but unbecoming free and reasonable
beings in quest of truth,

Wll'h therefore fs precisely the subject of this discourse? It is to point
out, in the progress of things, that moment, when, right taking place of
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